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News

Peace Corps Reunion 2018
 
The dates and the location have been set! We will be
reuniting in Los Angeles from Tuesday, June
19 to Friday, June 22.
 
Based on your feedback, the reunion's primary focus
will be social--and fun! We will be in a town with
innumerable Korean restaurants (serving some of
the best Korean food in the U.S.) as well as many
Korean-owned shops and cultural venues. In
addition, there is all of Hollywood and Los Angeles to
be seen and experienced.
 
Dan Strickland (K-18)  is point man on our
reunion. He is putting together and prioritizing a list of
possible activities. Already set is a visit to the USC
Doheny Korean Heritage Library for a talk with Joy
Kim, curator of the library and Friends of Korea board
member about the Peace Corps Korea digital archive.
Other possibilities include a K-group supper or two, a
rumored invitation to the LA Consul-General's
residence, a good Korean movie at the CGV cinema,
a cooking class-on kimchee or pindayduk?-at the
Korean Cultural Center, or perhaps a talk on the
Korean migration to LA. If you're interested in
helping, planning, or have suggestions, contact Dan
Strickland at danstrickland2001@yahoo.com.

The K-4s Celebrate 50!
By Cassandra Gaines

Imagine the cheerful chaos of 112 people of three
generations gathered at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu,
New Mexico from August 14-22 to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the K-4 Peace Corps training there in
the fall of 1967. This was the 14th reunion of our
group, but it had a special poignancy this year as
illness and a recent death had reduced our count. But
we also had much to celebrate as four of our original
training staff were able to join us, along with two
people whose parents had been PC staff in Korea. As
always with our reunions, we reveled in the beauty of
Ghost Ranch"s red-and-orange cliffs, wooded mesas
and mountains, and the view across the valley to our
mountain, Pedernal.

The first five days were family time. They were filled
with activities like a hike to Chimney Rock,
swimming, a train ride on an historic mountain

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkUP4Dfsdo6rSTvE5yrd_LqZiIexOr5vv8ZAerK-Iv4qLS4zmD1rLFVYyIItYKRG7xN95Bs4s-wwQ7NNaIoykA4pEp_x1AOXrH775napvMNv_oapvnYnG1aKXpEzGonk4UA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkc7NhTPzWhdU1dsNnxV4MfoQrsvkxnIyb2jL0Ggrj8Zo9y9bnetaUumIcDFX96Hx71oXJBv4rq0mP1YlwwYx-xsQ4KbjnZ8X31V22W_XoD1sM2GHJus-nHBFAKmsiT_VXKZbWPl2Q86hXTzutj9pT-9u6mErKOtEDQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkVG7wTSru5COJMMen2-cLIQn1m42BYqfzxMHC1WSAcbo30g2rpLBnLKGx6uEpjOKMR6PBs6Ld2HAwuy2rWWec-UCW-VFBPc5EdtMDLvIYVsN-niZyEvgkrvHoTCxiIMxkTcIT0C7U4cLBkt0mbvGr38=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkbCa8vnd5pw5sW27bunoSYiKh5itK3TBKAcHs-RDqhHBjamJS5e3ld-7rGKltP9efWxKbQfbdSqbF8eGqXhTE-uiZb20C6-TAExpjw8ogsCO9oD3Ilxvt9HbIwua89tlswrB44o5Ykr9GiqfFsMZgc0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkRzzPtXJEqomzaVOpGRXIU5fW59anZOLxj5ZeJYEl75yf7ROZ2hRw0q8CbMmTZN_K1PXU1Y3pZ1xGukcnslR4P_qku_VLtg8_gcCE4xPwAOtAmKDY8yosND9W-0O23Jo6CkXrgVmIFbardcl0OS0rws=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkUP4Dfsdo6rSJ8UTZtdBeInK61hc8CgOmOckUgto9gUonZ8SFMtuULq2gbkaSXg5VtM21L6inegoMByGrJAGTYDgFcPvPNJVETYxl89HaBSmTOB0ygLH4q8CLLd5DvqwMQ==&c=&ch=


 Home base will be the JJ Grand Hotel in the heart of
Koreatown. We have rooms set aside there and the
hotel has sister facilities where we can put up more
people. This is the hotel used by the K2s for their
reunion. It is Korean-owned, they enjoyed hosting
the K2s, and they are pleased to host our reunion.
There are places for small groups to gather in the
hotel, and there is a coffee shop and restaurant. The
restaurant has catered gatherings at the LA Korean
Cultural Center and the Consul-General's residence
(and Dan swears by the tastiness of their food).
 
JJ Grand Hotel
$125 + tax, double beds (block of 35 is reserved), or 
$110 + tax, single king bed (block of 5 is reserved)

To book a room, send an email to
info@jjgrandhotel.com. Request a room type
(double or single) with check in and out dates.
Mention you are with the Korea Peace Corps
Reunion. If you must follow-up for some reason, our
contact there is Hannah Nam; however, initial
reservations must be made by email.
 
Updates and deadlines will be posted on the FOK
Reunion page and on the Korea RPCV Facebook
page. 

railroad, Rio Grande river-rafting, a campfire sing-
along, and a guided hike to the high country. Nightly
post-dinner gatherings were times for stories and
happy conversations until midnight. And many of the
K-4 group toured the new lakeside trail that is our gift
to the Ranch in honor of K-4's 50th Reunion.
 
On Saturday morning, the 16 children of the original
trainees (generation 2) left the Ranch with their 19
children (generation 3). They have already begun
plans to take over planning all future all-generation
reunions. Meanwhile, Joy Kim and Ken Klein of the
USC Doheny East Asian Library had joined us to
collect materials and record memories of trainees and
training staff. We kept them busy.
 
In the quieter days after generations 2 and 3 left, we
held a discussion of Yoojin Grace Wuertz's novel set
in '70s and '80s Korea, "Everything Belongs to Us,"
which triggered wild stories and reflections on life in
Korea in the late '60s. About 25 of us gathered for a
two-hour discussion on how individuals can help
promote peaceful dialogue, including the issue of U.S.
relations with North Korea. People gathered in the
ranch's library lounge to leaf through photo albums
and memorabilia, and many hours passed talking
with friends under the cottonwood trees.
 
The reunion ended with two special ceremonies. The
first was a memorial in the beautiful Agape chapel
sharing remembrances of those trainees, training
staff, and in-country staff who have passed away. The
second was a celebration of our strong attachment to
Ghost Ranch and each other when we honored Dr.
Jim Justice, the leader of our training and our work in
Korea, with the donation of a stone bench on the new
trail.

 

Viewpoints on Korea

Hotcakes in the Street
By Giles Ryan
 
Early in my time teaching in Chunchŏn, one

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkQPcQPgPTMzw2PVdIUUFOik7lT8Ph9OlW2XC6ft5qgO7ztDdOora-gJvnvwbodsWF9Qp-x_9jiL2wZzCfVhvn1kZYtKNPzxbe5AxWocCyQFApe5Ko8wdZQM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkeD4Z3OFJnAvj1_17fn4Yk_QYuXeTmy2HjegUOcjSJBvm-FVpqNBdRpmSNudjLdC8_rO7Ij1zmvbuFqtUBGj90DWs-gkvZ8uzK-U5LhgEPDD35dwwvg2W9l2p7YyjdVpHqoq6L_B8BvIITtkr3-Ky3g=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkQPcQPgPTMzwoWMbMTc14GvJm-UFP__WvfnpiJG9tPKVNRXYE2XF9WvPaYNfkUtQ9T2WwDIKPdBNK-ZoQtcoA2omShze_snEBKAt5efFn6p1yrjlfrKwDznHxd0GCfES0Hle4gSfXpZgjvGb6QdMmAc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E0HY0BMGppemN9irExoJwZLOs2FecQH6pFqdusxirXWj9pfsmebWkQPcQPgPTMzwelkDeWoUl6FvfG7oTcPW09TSSR1VyYiwbugVvDytFudtXI2bx6BTzGZ5to-KY2FkT7u2obTtuPALYtA3TFV-F8jEjGzJd8txpIe315APWe9MH1TYVMoBmpek--3XTqJEv6VtF1VluFnZ7SZxsh1Jc7NvbIsTlIBgLnMQU6g4NOqc2DCMwKuZdNxgBi7nu8Z-z4jRbEVJKZp5ZLVg5f2Dr8PtC1WxTB3s1Y7oYc5DBxZXdP8JXbfHVCYpVD-fsRePdvjSi_1sXsex6QvUiSOikafSAQ9bMUNGHJzrXVRnZevqtF0DEKRkzxxQuIL_4xXn0ChVF-wf7elaSdqcWsYaDrBPFUY7EdWV&c=&ch=


A Viewpoint on Korea Street Fashion
By Michael Hurt

Here's the thing. I'm not a fashion guy. I'm not a
fashionable guy. But I do find Korean street fashion
endlessly, academically fascinating. I always have,
since stumbling into its direction through my
photography in around late 2006. I've been shooting
street fashion portraits at Seoul Fashion Week from
2007 until now. But it wasn't for the fashion, per se. I
also use my photographs as social data, since my
field of specialization is Visual Sociology.
 
When I have taught Visual Sociology at both Korea
and Yonsei Universities in the past, I have always
utilized street fashion as a case study and even sent
my students to do photographs and ethnographic
interviews with so-called "paepi" (the Korean
portmanteau word for "fashion people") at Seoul
Fashion Week. Put simply, Korean street fashion is
pretty awesome not because of the particular creativity
of DIY styles or because it's an amazing, edgy
subculture-because it's neither of those two things.
Korea doesn't have a Harajuku and likely never will.
Hell, even Japan doesn't have a Harajuku anymore.
That's over. And the overall success of fast fashion is
what killed it. Harajuku was killed by the
mainstreaming of the very process that created it.
 
The thing to understand about the paepi of Korean
street fashion is that they don't really represent any
subcultural values different from the mainstream.
Instead, they are a fascinating new class of Korean
superconsumers-a group of youth who have found a
way to gain social validation quickly and efficiently by
turning what Marx called the "commodity fetish"
(Warenfetischismus) into a creative endeavor. They
flipped a failing of capitalism into a veritable art form.
They turned consumption into creation. As the
cultural product of hypermodernity, the Korean paepi
are a testament to the power of human creativity to
make the best out of a soulless system, to remix
various social tendencies of postcoloniality, Korea's
compressed development, and the cultural hybridity
and textual impurity/mixture that helped make K-pop
a culture industry juggernaut.
 
Michael Hurt first went to Korea as part of the
Fulbright Korea ETA (English teaching assistant)
program (1994-1996). He now lives in Seoul as a
photographer and professor teaching Visual
Sociology. 

chilly evening in the winter of 1970 when I left
school as the sun was going down, I saw
several first-year boys at the school-yard gate,
gathered around the cart of a street vendor who
was making ho-ttŏk, a hot griddle cake with
melted sugar in the middle. I had seen the ho-
ttŏk man before, had been tempted by the
aroma of his cakes, but had never tried one, for
I knew that eating on the street was not a proper
thing for a teacher to do. But as I passed by,
one of the boys called out, "Yang-sŏnsaeng, will
you please try one?" His friends were laughing
at his boldness, punching his arm, wondering
what I would do. I thought, why not? and so I
joined them and-listening closely-tried to
understand their lively talk. 
 
Schoolboys would always use the most polite
language when speaking to a teacher but
among themselves they discarded anything like
courtesy, dropped all their verb endings, used
coarse slang-it was pure boy talk and very hard
to understand. (Did I speak like this way when I
was a boy? Of course I did!) My co-workers
always encouraged my efforts to learn Korean
but cautioned me against speaking like the
students-it would never do-and when I asked the
teachers about the meaning of the boys' slang
they often gave evasive answers, which made
me all the more curious. Now in this moment the
boldest boy handed me the ho-ttŏk wrapped in
a scrap of newspaper and--with a transition to
the most courteous language--asked me to try it.
It was very hot and warmed my hand. I bit into
it, almost burned my mouth with the melted
sugar and savored the wonderful hot sweetness.
They all watched my face, could tell I was
surprised by the taste and they all laughed--with
me? at me?--and asked if I would have another.
I said yes but only if they would let me buy, so I
paid for the next batch and handed them
around. It was perhaps my first close encounter
with schoolboys outside the formality of the
classroom, and this shared moment and others
like it remains vivid in my memory.
 
Where are they now? Forty years have passed
and they will now be well into middle age. I can
only hope they have prospered as much as
their country in all these years. I like to think
these boys have been a part of their country's
success--in fact, I'm certain of it. For the best of
them--which means most of them--combined
brightness with hard work, determination,
discipline and another quality--vivacity--which I
believe tells much of the story that is their
country today.
 
Giles Ryan (K-12) was a TESL middle school
teacher in Chunchŏn, Gangwondo.
 



Viewpoints on Korea and more

Korea in Me
By Donna Sidwell DeGracia

Korea has been a part of me for most of my life.
My parents took me to South Korea when they
became Methodist Missionaries in 1955. I was
four years old. I grew up in three separate
cultures, the Korean culture, the mission
culture, and whatever semblance of American
culture my parents could find in Korea in the
1950s and 60s. None of their efforts prepared me
for the culture shock of returning to the United
States in 1967.
 
By the time I joined the Peace Corps in 1972 I
thought I was fully American and ready to
explore the world. I was disappointed when I was

assigned to Korea, but when our plane broke through the clouds over Gimpo and I saw the familiar
mountains I knew I was home.
 
Peace Corps brought me full circle, allowing me to experience Korea on a different level and from a more
mature perspective. The Peace Corps culture was a new and exciting edition that let me share the experience
with new friends.
 
After two-and-a-half years in the Peace Corps, I knew that I either had to leave Korea or stay forever. Other
volunteers faced the same struggle. Korea was in all of us. It wouldn't leave us alone. Going home was
harder than anticipated.
 
Acculturation back to the U.S. was a familiar process for me. I divorced myself from the Peace Corps culture
and from other returned volunteers. I needed a lot of time to process my mixed identity and my often-
incongruent perspective. I needed to understand how Korea was a part of me that I could never escape. It took
me years to embrace and appreciate the Korea in me as the amazing gift that it was.
 
Once I embraced it I was able to process it through writing about acculturation. I focused on the experiences of
missionaries and their children, but found that my book struck a chord with others who had been in Korea. I
finally returned to Korea after 38 years away for the first of a series of trips that led me to new adventures, new
friends, and a sincere appreciation for Korea today.
 
The Korea in me is reflected in all that I do. Peace Corps allowed me to recognize, develop, and appreciate that
part of me.
 
Donna Sidwell began her Peace Corps career as a K-26 volunteer teaching at Chonbuk University; she then
trained with K-31 and relocated to Taegu where she worked in maternal and child health.

Chun Bin Yim receives Ellis Island Medal of Honor
In May 2017, Chun Bin (Charlie) Yim (���), a lifetime member of Friends of
Korea and a former PC Korea staff member, was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor. The event was held at Ellis Island in the Great Room, where immigrants
were processed.
 
According to the Ellis Island Honors Society, the medals are "presented annually to
American citizens who have distinguished themselves within their own ethnic
groups while exemplifying the values of the American way of life."
 
Congratulations Mr. Yim! 

Sunhee's Farm and Kitchen
By Barbara Casey



Jinah Kim (center) on the front steps of Sunhee's Kitchen, with some of her staff.

Sunhee's Farm and Kitchen, in Troy, N.Y., differs from other Korean restaurants that have opened in the
Capital District since the 1970s. It doesn't pretend to be a Japanese restaurant with a small section of Korean
dishes or even a separate menu for Korean customers or American lovers of Korean food. 
 
It has a strictly Korean menu, but with a twist. The restaurant provides mostly organic farm-to-table food
grown at the owner's family farm, dishes such as soon dubu chigae and bibimbop are served with purple rice,
and almost everything is grown and prepared by refugee immigrants. A young business, Sunhee's won the
Best New Business Award in 2016 and this year Ms. Kim was named an "Inspiring Woman of the Capital
Region" by ABC/News 10 of Albany, NY. 
 
Another innovation for this area is that much of the organic produce used in dishes at Sunhee's is grown by
the family of restaurateur Jinah Kim (���) at a farm in upstate New York. The farm is 100 percent organic
and specializes in hard-to-find Korean vegetables like ginseng, perilla leaves (gaenip, often translated as
"sesame leaves") and Korean hot peppers, as well as cucumbers, zucchini and garlic. The farm also produces
duck eggs and has branched out by offering an on-site Korean barbeque brunch and a kimchi-making
workshop.
 
The greatest innovation at Sunhee's, however, is Ms. Kim's commitment to employ refugees, at competitive
wages, as a large part of its workforce. Ms. Kim, who moved to the U.S. with her family in 1993, felt a strong
urge to help refugees after hearing about Koreans who escaped from North Korea. She helped refugees from
many countries when she worked for Catholic Charities in New York City and also volunteered with an
organization that assisted North Korean refugees.
 
In Albany, N.Y., across the Hudson River from Troy, Jinah Kim worked as a job developer with the U.S.
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants. Opening Sunhee's allowed her to continue helping refugees find
work. She is still in contact with staff members at USCRI, who refer refugees looking for employment. 
 
Sunhee's current workforce includes a number of refugees from Burma and Afghanistan. That there are
Afghan refugees in the U.S. may be no surprise, but it is perhaps not as widely known that there are still tens
of thousands of refugees from Burma in camps in Thailand waiting to be resettled. Some of them have been
in the camps for decades.
 
Jinah Kim is doing what she can to help refugees from many places. Kudos to Ms. Kim for her humanitarian
work! .
 
Barbara Casey (K-43) taught middle school English in Pusan.



A Little Shop by the Sea
By Bob Graff
 
Looking out his window on September 1, 2009 from the 15th floor of the Guk Jae Building in Seoul, Bob
realized that, after 25 years, his career with Samil PricewaterhouseCoopers was over.
 
This was not the first time he had experienced feeling something he enjoyed was ending and he smiled at the
thought of his Peace Corps experience coming to a close. Time to go, what next?
 
He had been preparing for this moment. He had taken Korean citizenship in 2007, so a visa was no longer an
issue and his savings from consulting were sufficient. The questions were: where to go, what to do?
 
Gangneung is on the East Sea coast and still retains enough natural environment and traditional atmosphere
to draw this country boy (now 70).  That, and the fact his partner's hometown was there was sufficient.
 
He built a fair size home on a large plot of land and his gentrification began.  Visitors called it paradise. They
were wrong, it was Olympic. In July of 2014 Korea was selected for the 2018 Winter Olympics and Bob's
home was located where the newly constructed Olympic Speed Skating arena now stands.
 
The government buyout, relocation, and rebuild put him 500 meters from an entrance to Olympic ice event
arenas. Thinking to the future, the site was large enough for him to live on the second floor and have a
business on the first. Thus was born the Uncle Bob Coffee Cafe, now serving light foods, coffee of course,
and, perhaps beer and wine for the Olympics. Visit https://www.facebook.com/unclebobkr for a virtual visit
but, better yet, come for the Olympics and visit Bob.
 
Bob Graff was a healthcare volunteer (K 18) in Young Gwang Gun and in Kwangju, both in Cholla Nam Do.
In addition to managing "Uncle Bob Coffee Cafe," he hosts volunteers teaching English to Gangneung taxi
drivers and is a senior lecturer at SolBridge International School of Business, Daejeon, Korea.  

Facebook Pages of Interest

Have you seen these Facebook pages? Check them out:

Korea Heritage Society
Peace Corps Travels
RPCV Jobs
US PEACE CORPS - SOUTH KOREA
Korea: I Remember When...

Events of Interest
 
New York
 
An Evening of Korean Art Songs: Solo recital by soprano Seung-Hyun Lee
Sunday, November 5, 2017
7:30 pm
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall
154 West 57th Street, New York, NY, 10019
 
Boston Area
 
KCSB Chamber Concert with Chinese Performing Arts Foundation
Featuring the Parker Quartet with Jung-ja Kim, piano and Charles Clements, double bass
November 4, 2017 
8:00 PM
Jordan Hall, New England Conservatory, Boston



 
Layers & Layers: Jung Hur
November 5, 2017 - February, 28, 2018
Korean Consulate Gallery
300 Washington St. Newton, MA
 
The 5th Lunar New Year Celebration at MFA
February 10, 2018
Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), Boston
Korean, Chinese, and Vietnamese organizations participate.
 
Los Angeles

Special Concert: Dream of PyeongChang
November 01, 2017 
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
Celebrating the 100-day Countdown to the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics: with the Creative Traditional
Orchestra of the National Gugak Center of Korea
Wilshire Ebell Theatre, Los Angeles
4401 West 8th Street, Los Angeles
 
Exhibition: The longest journey is from our heads to our hearts
November 03, 2017 - November 16, 2017 (and other dates-check the Center's calendar) 
Korean Cultural Center Los Angeles Art Gallery 
5505 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles
 
Traditional Korean Cultural Heritage Workshop: Talchum, Korean Mask Dance
November 30, 2017 
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Korean Cultural Center, Los Angeles 3rd Floor (Ari Hall)
5505 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles

Korean Movie Night
November 30, 2017 
7:00 PM 
Korean Movie Night is held on the last Thursday of every month
Korean Cultural Center, Los Angeles 3rd Floor (Ari Hall)
5505 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles
 
San Francisco
 
Exhibition: Couture Korea
November 3, 2017 - February 4, 2018
Asian Art Museum,
200 Larkin Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
 
Seattle Area
 
20th Annual New Year Celebration featuring Korea
Asia Pacific Cultural Center
February 10, 2018
11 am - 6 pm
Tacoma Dome Exhibition Hall

Washington DC
 
The 2nd Annual Korean Culture Week
November 3, 2017
 
On Stage: Korea Fairytale
November 7, 2017
 
Exhibition: Beneath the Surface
November 3 - 30, 2017
 
Exhibition: Two Reflections: Korean and American Artists Confront Humanity and Nature
December 8, 2017 - January 24, 2018
 
All Washington, DC events listed above will be held at:
The Korean Cultural Center
2370 Massachusetts Avenue N.W. Washington, D.C. 20008



 
Ann Arbor, Michigan
 
Korea: an Accidental Photographer
Photographs by Margaret Condon Taylor, RPCV
December 7, 2017 - January 7, 208
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI

Check out the Friends of Korea website for information about our many activities and projects. FoK is a
membership organization and relies on revenues from dues and donations. All board members are
volunteers and they donate their time and expertise to the organization. We encourage you to join, if you are
not currently a member. If you are not sure about your membership status, email us. To join/renew or give a
donation, click here.

Please visit our website often and follow us on Facebook for both resources and information.

       Friends of Korea 
2100 M Street, NW, Suite 170-403 | Washington, DC 20037-1233

        contact@friendsofkorea.net 

Let's Get Social.
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