2025 Annual Report

Letter from the President

2025 brought seismic change on many fronts. Al reshaped daily life and the workforce. The
global energy transition accelerated. Markets grew more volatile. And nationalism — far
from an American phenomenon — animated political discourse from Washington to Seoul
to capitals across Europe and Asia.

Against this backdrop, Friends of Korea stayed focused on its mission: deepening
friendship and understanding between Americans and Koreans. This Annual Report
documents our 2025 activities in full, but one initiative deserves special mention here.

The Giving Back Initiative, launched in 2014, deepens our engagement with Korean
communities, organizations, and institutions in both countries — supporting social
services for Korean Americans and advancing our broader mission.

Since 2024, a remarkable catalyst has fueled this work: Paths of Grass and Stone: Journeys
Through the Korean Countryside of the 1970s. Authors Robert Kowalczyk, Lou Spaventa
and others declined all royalties, asking only that readers donate to Friends of Korea or
another worthy Korea-related organization in exchange for a copy. Their generosity inspired
more than $9,700 in year-end gifts in 2024 — followed by an additional $18,700 in
donations in 2025.

Our challenge now is to sustain that
momentum and to reach beyond the
returned Peace Corps volunteer
community to everyone who shares a
love of Korea and wants to know this
remarkable country better.

Snapshot of Friends of Korea (FoK)
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o Byreturned Peace Corps
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e Strategic goals
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President




Annual Meeting in Athens, Ohio

Over the past 15 years, we have taken the Annual Meeting 'on to road' after many years of
meeting exclusively in the Washington, DC area. This was overdue recognition of the fact
that our members and friends are in almost every state of the country, and, in fact, many
are overseas. In 2025 we decided to experiment a bit with the location, as well as the
content of the meeting.

The Annual Meeting was held in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains on October 3-4
on the historic campus of Ohio University (founded 1804) in Athens, Ohio. Our audience,
comprised of college students and local residents from a region historically unfamiliar with
Korean-related programming, along with FOK members experienced an innovative format
for our two-day event titled Discover Korea.

In the afternoon of October 3,
several Board members shared their
expertise in hour-long sessionson a
variety of topics:

* The Korean Wave (Jenna Gibson)
¢ Six Months in North Korea:
Reflections & Relationships
(Christy Gavitt)

* Translation from Korean Literature
into English (Bruce Fulton)

¢ Past, Present & Future: Career
Impact of the Peace Corps and
Fulbright (Christy Gavitt, Jenna
Gibson, Ekaterina Mozhaeva, and
David Roden)

In late afternoon, we held our
Annual Membership meeting, where
Gerry Krzic, President, and David
Roden, Treasurer, described our
activities during the past year. That
discussion was followed by the
public program, including the
presentation of the Kevin O’Donnell Distinguished Friend of Korea Award and our Giving
Back Awards.

To watch the video of the meeting, click here.


https://www.friendsofkorea.net/2025-annual-meeting-video.html

Following the awards, Aimee Lee, the
plenary speaker, described her
experience entering Korea’s hanji culture
during two of her Fulbright awards in
Korea. She also displayed samples of
her exquisite hanji artwork.

On the morning of October 4th, Aimee

facilitated a two-hour, hands-on joomchi

(paper design) workshop at the

University’s Kennedy Museum.

Attendance was limited to 35 participants

for the workshop and was sold out within 24 hours.

Feedback of the two-day event was extremely positive. Attendees, particularly the Ohio
students, described it as one of the best ways to learn about Korean culture.



Kevin O’Donnell Distinguished Friend of Korea Award

The 2025 O’Donnell honoree was Greg Caldwell, in a richly deserved recognition of his
multifaceted dedication to Korea over the years. He initially went to Korea in 1971 with the
Peace Corps and returned on a Fulbright Scholarship to teach at Kangwon University.

Greg was on the faculty of Lewis & Clark College for 35 years. He retired in 2011 as the
Assistant Dean of Students and Director of International Students and Scholars. As anyone
who knows Greg can attest, he has connections in almost every country around the world -
a deep and extensive global network of former students and colleagues.

Not long after his retirement, in 2013, he was appointed Honorary Consul of the Republic
of Korea in Northern Oregon, a position he held for 10 years. In this role, Greg worked
tirelessly to strengthen ties between Northern Oregon and South Korea in the areas of
business and commerce, trade, science, education and culture.

As Honorary Consul, Greg assisted an untold number of individuals, community
organizations and businesses in Oregon. He took every opportunity to educate Oregonians
about Korea and his connection to the country.

Greg served with such honor and distinction that the President of the Republic of Korea
awarded him the Order of Diplomatic Service Merit, Changui Medal in 2022.



Giving Back Award

There were several Giving Back recipients in 2025. The two recipients recognized at the
Annual Meeting were: the newly established School of International Studies and
Languages (SISAL) at Ohio University and the annual summer Hanji Workshop at Oberlin
College in Northeast Ohio.

The award to SISAL is intended to support outreach programs focusing on East Asian
cultures (e.g., Korea) for youth in public schools throughout the Ohio Appalachian region.

The award for the Hanji workshop will provide a scholarship for an up-and-coming artist to
attend the workshop to create Hanji so that this traditional craft can continue to be
appreciated throughout the world.

The award to SISAL was presented to Dr. Haley Duschinski, founding director, and the
award for the Hanji workshop was presented to Korean American artist Ms. Aimee Lee,
America’s foremost authority on Hanji and founder of the summer workshop.

The Board also funded two Korean Study Abroad Grants at The Korea Society as part of the
Giving Back Initiative, in recognition of the lasting contributions made by Thomas Byrne,
President and CEO, and Linda Tobash, Senior Advisor for Education and Director of Project
Bridge, to strengthening ties between Korea and the United States.

For more information on the Giving Back Initiative, its origins and past awardees, visit
https://www.friendsofkorea.net/giving-back.html



https://www.friendsofkorea.net/giving-back.html

Networking

Networking is one of the most important activities that we undertake at FoK. Over the
years, the Consuls General of the Republic of Korea have generously hosted numerous
gatherings for returned Peace Corps Korea volunteers, Fulbright alumni and others
interested in Korea. 2025 was no exception with Consuls Generalin Los Angeles and
Seattle each hosting lovely events which included presentations, the opportunity to
network, as well as excellent Korean food.

In addition, the Korean American Cultural Center of Michigan (KACCM) sponsored an
afternoon of storytelling and cultural events in Southfield, Ml on October 25™". This is the
second year of this event which draws participants from across Michigan. The Consul
General of the Republic of Korea in Chicago was a speaker as well a sponsor of this event.

Books by Members

We have an extremely active and engaged community here at Friends of Korea. FoK
members have been at the forefront of advancing Korean American cultural understanding
and relations for many years. As a result, there is an incredible wealth of information
penned by FOK members - memaoirs, history, anthropology, children's books, cookbooks,
translations of Korean novels, poetry and short stories, novels, etc.

FoK seeks to be a repository of information on books written by FOK members and make it
available for future generations to enjoy. In 2025 we posted an updated list on our website.
To access the list, click here.


https://www.friendsofkorea.net/books-by-members---a-resource.html

Project Bridge Youth Ambassadors

In June of 2025 twenty-four (24) Project Bridge Youth Ambassadors were granted a one-
year membership to Friends of Korea (FoK) through the generous support of The Korea
Society (TKS). The Project Bridge Program was started in 1993 by Ambassador Donald P.
Gregg, then President of the Society, in response to the 1992 Los Angeles riots. It aimed to
introduce African American urban students to Korean people, their history and culture to
promote deeper intercultural understanding. Since early in its inception the Program has
been a partnership between TKS and the Pacific Century Institute (PCI) in LA. Since 2019
TKS has supported the full involvement of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at the
University of Montana to add a rural and Indigenous youth perspective and voice.

Project Bridge, whose name captures the goal of reaching across ethnic and cultural
divides, aims to help young people develop insights and skills needed to “bridge” the gaps
between people of divergent cultural heritages. By fostering greater intercultural
awareness and understanding, it empowers the youth ambassadors to view social and
cultural differences as a pathway - not a barrier - to exercise their responsibilities as
emerging young leaders in an increasingly interconnected and richly diverse world while
educating them on the long-standing and close relationship between the peoples of Korea
and the U.S.

Annually eight high school students from each location are selected through a highly
competitive application process to participate in an academic year program of workshops
focused on Korean history, language, and culture as well as intercultural competence and
leadership skills. They explore current events, U.S.-Korea relations, the economic factors



that led to the ‘Miracle on the Han,” and the conditions that produced the 1992 Sa-I-Gu
uprising in Los Angeles.

A highlight of the program is its ten-day study tour to Korea, which immerses students in its
social and cultural life. Through the generous support of numerous Korean sponsors and
contributors, the students have abundant opportunities to engage with Korean high school
students and teachers, corporate leaders, government officials, monks, and many others
as they travel around the country experiencing both urban and rural life. During these
encounters, students witness firsthand the beauty of Korea’s dynamic past, its ongoing
development, and its future possibilities. Many students describe the experience as life-
changing.

Webinar - The Korean National Association and the Korean Independence
Movement: The History of Korean Immigrants in the US

In June of 2025, Grant Hyun gave a talk about the history and impact of the Korean National
Association. Established in 1909 in San Francisco by Korean immigrants, the Korean
National Association (KNA) was at the forefront of the Korean Independence Movement
and worked to represent the interests of Korean people around the world. From supporting
Korean liberation activists and activities, to publishing a Korean-language newspaper, to
establishing the Korean National Army Corps, the KNA played a central role in the history of
the Korean American community and Korea's push for independence.

Today, the Korean National Association Memorial Foundation (KNAMF) in Los Angeles
California, preserves and educates the public on this important chapter of Korean and
Korean American history.

Grant Hyun received his MFA in writing and directing from NYU’s Graduate Film

Program. In 2023 he received a Fulbright Scholar award where he conducted research in
Korea for 11 months. He is a 4th generation Korean American filmmaker and the great-
grandson of Reverend Soon Hyun (founding member of the Korean Provisional Government
and Korean Independence Activist). He is currently in post-production on a documentary
feature film which explores the connection between the March 1st, 1919, Korean
Independence Movement and the April 3rd, 1948, Jeju Massacre.



Governance

Officers of the board are Gerry Krzic, President; James Mayer, Vice President; David Roden,
Treasurer; and Janice Gow Pettey Secretary. Nancy Kelly serves as Chief Operating Officer
(an unpaid position).

For a full list of the board members and their bios, visit the FoK website.

Financial Report-2025

Cash basis

Income

Dues $ 4,325
Donations (unrestricted) 12,543
Donations (restricted) 10,658
Interest 1,699
Misc 1,050
Totalincome $ 30,275
Expenses

Communications $2,237

License and fees 698

Office supplies 559

Postage 1,909

Professional Fees 2,486

Giving Back grants 6,500

Total expenses $ 14,389

Netincome $ 15,886

Rev: May 2025


https://www.friendsofkorea.net/board-of-directors.html

