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Former Peace Corps Korea Volunteers Honored for  

Pioneering Academic Contributions 
  

[Washington DC – October 23, 2017]  Friends of Korea (FOK) presented the second annual Kevin 

O’Donnell Distinguished Friend of Korea Award to an eminent group of fourteen scholars at its 

recent annual meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Maura O’Donnell, daughter of Kevin O’Donnell, 

presented the award on behalf of Friends of Korea. 

The honorees are all returned Peace Corps Korea volunteers who, after completion of their 

service, pursued graduate studies in a variety of academic disciplines focused on Korea. These 

pioneers went on to spend their professional careers researching, publishing, and teaching about 

Korea. Through their pioneering efforts as specialists in Korea, they have made notable 

contributions to the development and expansion of the field of Korea Studies not only in the 

United States and Canada, but also in Europe and even in Korea. Thanks in substantial part to 

these pioneers, the field of Korean Studies is thriving and now attracts students whose first 

exposure to Korea may well have been a course offered or a book published by one of these 

individuals. 

The honorees are: Donald Baker, Edward Baker, Donald Clark, Bruce Cumings, Carter Eckert, Bruce 

Fulton, Milan Hejtmanek, Laurel Kendall, Linda Lewis, David McCann, Robert Mowry, David 

Nemeth, Michael Robinson and Edward Schultz.   

The Kevin O’Donnell Distinguished Friend of Korea Award recognizes individuals and their 

accomplishments that further cultural awareness and friendship between Americans and Koreans. 

This award is a tribute to the ground-breaking contributions made by Kevin O’Donnell, U.S. Peace 

Corps’ first country director in Korea and the fourth director of the Peace Corps. O’Donnell 

accepted the post in 1966, served for four years, and is remembered for his extraordinary 

leadership that created the foundation for Peace Corps’ successful 15 year commitment in Korea. 

Following his service in Korea, he served as the fourth director of the U.S. Peace Corps.  

About Friends of Korea: Friends of Korea is dedicated to enhancing cultural awareness and 

friendship between Americans and Koreans.  It was founded in 2002 by former Peace Corps 
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volunteers who served in the Republic of Korea between 1966 and 1981.  In recent years, 

however, it has grown to include participants from variety of backgrounds who share an interest in 

promoting greater understanding and friendship between the United States and Korea.  Friends of 

Korea sponsors a variety of events across the United States.  Its flagship event is an annual 

meeting, held in the fall, at various cities across the United States.  For more information, visit the 

website at: www.friendsofkorea.net. 
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